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[bookmark: _o2vyjlfjeif7]A three-step process that some parents have developed when communicating with school leaders

The templates here are offered as a suggestion only. Parents are to use their own discretion and adapt to suit. The content in this document is a guide, and parents using the information provided here take personal responsibility for their interactions with school staff. Copy and paste the templates and amend to suit. 

Objective: To provide assistance for parents who are concerned about Pink Shirt Day/Pride Week and/or Out On The Shelves in schools. To empower parents by asking questions, and taking actions they deem to be the most suitable to protect their children and their family values.

Step 1: ASK
Step 2: INFORM
Step 3: ACT

STEP 1 - ASK:
Email the school office, principal or teacher/dean and ask if the school is participating in Pink Shirt Day, Pride week or Out on the Shelves (books in school libraries throughout June). 

Step 1 Template:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hi xxxxx,

Can you please inform me/us whether or not our school is participating in Pink Shirt Day, Pride week (June 3-6) or Out on the Shelves (books in school libraries throughout June).

Kind regards,

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

IF NO - GREAT! Thank them!

IF YES - GO TO STEP 2…

STEP 2 - INFORM:
Ask the school if they know that the events are run by/financially advantaging InsideOut, and to reconsider having the school participate in Pride week/Out on the Shelves.

Step 2 Template:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hi xxxx,

Thanks for confirming the school is participating in Pride week/Out on the Shelves.  
I am now requesting the specific information on activities relating to Pink Shirt Day/Pride Week/Out On The Shelves that the school is participating in.  

This is a serious matter for our family. 

I'm sure you can appreciate that not only are we grappling with concerning sexuality and relationship curriculum in schools, the internet and in the media; now we have Pink Shirt Day/Pride Week/Out on the Shelves in school too.  We don't believe that the topics promoted to students through InsideOut belongs in schools - especially without prior approval by parents of what our children are being exposed to - both in class and in the wider school environment (such as in the library).   

We are concerned by the material promoted by InsideOut (the organisation that promotes Pink Shirt Day, Schools Pride Week and Out on the Shelves).  From what we see, InsideOut is an organisation highly motivated to normalise and promote sexual awareness and activity in underage youth, they also promote gender theory which would suggest that my child could be born in the wrong body! Our kids should not be distracted and destabilised by these notions. 

For instance, InsideOut’s ‘Rainbow Inclusive Curriculum Ideas’ suggests teaching students about John Money to be taught about in class. (Money conducted sex horrendous sexual experiments on children and abused them while in his care. He instructed a young boy’s parents to raise their son and socialise him as a girl - the foundation of ‘gender theory’. This boy and his brother both took their own lives after years of abuse by Money, yet his research was touted as a success).  

We DO NOT CONSENT to:
Gender ideology or age-inappropriate sexual content being taught or exposed in any way to our children. 
Our children being exposed to any programme, activity, promotion or learning material connected to InsideOut.

I’d like to help you understand why our family has concerns. Please take a few minutes to read facts about InsideOut from independent researchers:
InsideOut Upside Down.
The Homophobia of InsideOut.
Our concerns are not due to 'moral panic' nor are we 'homophobic', or any other names described on the InsideOut or Pride Week in Schools website (for anyone that doesn't support this ideology).  We are concerned parents and are fulfilling our role to protect our children.

Thank you in advance - please provide specific information as requested, as soon as possible, prior to Pink Shirt Day/Pride Week/Out on the Shelves starting.

Regards

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

IF THEY LOOK AND LISTEN, ASK FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR A MEETING - GREAT! Thank them for listening, make the time to respond and help them - provide them with more information (get familiar with the Pride in Schools, InsideOut and Out on Shelves websites yourself.

IF THEY ARE CONTINUING WITH THESE EVENTS OR THEY DO NOT RESPOND TO YOUR PREVIOUS EMAIL - STEP 3…



STEP 3 - ACT:

If the school is proceeding with the event/s, it’s up to you as a parent to decide what you would like to do next. 

You may want to pull your child out of school for a day for PSD, or for the entire PRIDE week/OOTS. (Please note that some parents who did this for Pink Shirt Day had their child marked as ‘unjustified absence (which you may want then to contest). Or you may request for an alternative supervised programme while any related activities are taking place. Please ensure you put the wellbeing of your child first.  


Step 3 Template:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hi xxxx

Thank you for the specific information regarding the activities. 

We are feeling quite overwhelmed by the scale of this topic.  Not only does it seem to be throughout the curriculum, we’ve had Pink Shirt Day, there is Out On the Shelves in schools and in our community libraries, there is drag storytime in libraries and now Pride Week in schools!  Children are being bombarded!  Our kids already have “values such as inclusion, diversity and acceptance” and shouldn’t be forced to “affirm ‘rainbow’ students”.   We think all minority groups matter, and we do not agree with the ‘volume’ on this one group - it needs to stop.

As per my previous email, we DO NOT CONSENT to:
Gender ideology or age-inappropriate sexual content being taught or exposed in any way to our children. 
Our children being exposed to any programme or content connected to InsideOut.

From the conversations we are having with other families, there are many others that feel the same.  Could you kindly respond to the below:

Provide me with the titles of Out On The Shelves books that are in our school, and confirm the names of the teachers/leaders/librarians have screened and approved these books.

As per the Education & Training Act 2020 section 51, schools must provide an alternative supervised option for students who have been opted out of the sex education topic. Provide me with the details of this for opted out students please. And will you be informing parents of their choice to opt out, prior to Pride week?

Do you intend on raising a ‘Pride’ flag on the school flag pole? If so, on what day/s? 

Please respond as soon as possible, prior to these events taking place in school. 

Regards,

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

